
 

 

Jeffrey Kiehl, PhD 
A Jungian analyst in ecopsychology who examines connections between 
psychology and the environment, Jeffrey Kiehl is an American climate 
scientist who is the head of the Climate Change Research Section in the 
National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colorado. A Jungian 
analyst and a founding member and senior training analyst for the CG Jung 
Institute of Colorado, he is also a member of the International Association 
for Analytical Psychology (IAAP). He has served on a number of panels 
and committees for the National Research Council. His main interests are 
in ecopsychology, the relations between psyche and matter, and the role of 
archetypes in cultural transformation.  
 
Dr. Kiehl developed a deep concern for the environment while working on 
simulations of Earth's past and future climates. He began to see how Earth 
has responded to greenhouse gases in the past and how these changes 

will affect Earth in the 21st and 22nd centuries. 
The results led him to ask: Why do humans 
mistreat Nature? How do we develop our values of 
Nature? Dr. Kiehl has been exploring these 
questions through his interests in climate, depth 
psychology, and phenomenology for the past few 
years. He is the author of the book Facing 
Climate Change: An Integrated Path to the 
Future (Columbia University Press), which 

provides a  Jungian perspective on climate change. 
 
 
 

  



 

 

Mary-Jayne Rust 

 
Mary-Jayne Rust is a British art therapist, a Jungian analyst, and an 
ecopsychologist. During the early 1990s, she became interested in deep 
ecology and environmental issues. Seeing links between her work with 
eating disorders and the wider issue of collective consumerism, she 
became interested in the new discipline of ecopsychology which was just 
beginning to emerge. A conjoining of psychological, political, ecological and 
spiritual understandings, it is ‘a psychology in the service of the Earth’. 
Ecopsychology is concerned with how we can re-imagine our relationship 
with the Earth and how we can better understand and confront the shadow 
sides of human nature that have led us to this point of global crisis. 
 
Rust is the author of Towards an Ecopsychotherapy.  Psychotherapy 
invites us to tell the story of our human relationships; ecopsychotherapy 
expands this to include our Earth story--the context or continuum in which 
our human relationships sit. 

 



 

 

Dennis Merritt, PhD 
Initially educated as an insect pathologist, Dennis Merritt is particularly 
interested in the ecopsychological dimensions of Jungian theory and 
practice. Working with an ecology of the psyche, beginning at the intra-

psychic level and extending it to others and the 
environment, he lectures and conducts workshops 
demonstrating how dreams and the I Ching can 
be used to connect to the natural world. Applying 
complexity theory to the Jungian concepts offers a 
meaningful way to discuss archetypes and 
conceptualize the analytic process. 
 
Dr. Merritt is the author of the four volumes of The 
Dairy Farmer’s Guide to the Universe: 

Jung, Hermes, and Ecopsychology. “Jungian psychology in the form 
of Jungian ecopsychology offers perhaps the best system for diagnosing 
and understanding our disastrous relationship with the environment and 
with each other. Jung believed that unless we establish a sense of the 
numinous, the sacred, in our societies, we would not have a holistic culture, 
and this includes our educational system.” 
  Merritt looks at the application of complexity theory to basic Jungian 
concepts.  Finding a way to integrate modern mathematical theory with a 
mythological foundation, he posits Hermes as the god of complexity theory. 
“Jung said a task for Christianity was to come to terms with the tortures it 
has perpetuated upon our indigenous 'heathen' ancestors. A supreme 
challenge he gave us was to unite our cultured side with the “the two-
million-year-old man within.” 

 

 


